
Indian Children and 

families 

ÂHow did we get here? 

ÂWhere are we today 

ÂWhat direction should we be 

headed? 



The Curious 

Paradox 



A Brief History of the Boarding School Policy 

 The Indian Boarding School policy has 

been a collaboration of the Christian 

churches and the federal government since 

its earliest inception, beginning with the 

Indian Civilization Act Fund of March 3, 

1819.(1) 

 The Actôs purpose was the 

"civilization" of Native Americans; 

transforming them into Christian farmers or 

laborers. 



The role of Churches 

Churches were funded by the federal 

government to accomplish this transformation. 

ÅThe Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) was 

created in 1824, within the Department of 

War, primarily to administer the funds to the 

churches from the Civilization Fund.(2) 

Å In 1824, the Indian Civilization Fund 

subsidized 32 schools that enrolled more than 

900 Indian children. By 1830, the Indian 

Civilization Fund supported fifty -two schools 

with 1,512 enrolled students.(3) 

 



There was ñsomeò 

disagreementé 

ÂñThe Indians have a right, under the 

Constitution, as much as any other 

person in the Republic, to the full 

enjoyment of liberty of conscience; 

accordingly they have the right to 

choose whatever Christian belief they 

wish, without interference from the 

Government.ñ(7) 

 



In 1872, the Board of Indian Commissioners allotted 

seventy-three Indian agencies to various denominations: 
ÅMethodists fourteen agencies in the Pacific Northwest  

(54,743 Indians),  
ÅOrthodox Friends ten (17,724),  
ÅPresbyterian nine in the Southwest (38,069),  
ÅEpiscopalians eight in the Dakotas (26,929),  
ÅCatholics seven (17,856),  
ÅHicksite  Friends six (6,598),  
ÅBaptists five in Utah, Idaho and the Indian Territory 

(40,800),  
ÅReformed Dutch five (8,118),  
ÅCongregationalists three (14,476),  
ÅChristians two (8,287),  
ÅUnitarians two (3,800),  
ÅAmerican Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 

the Indian territory of Oklahoma  (1,496),  
ÅLutherans one (273). (13) 



Education as a part of the 

ñcivilizingò function 


